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safely to the argument for Home Rule, His overstrained and partisan
views were emphatically opposed by Conservatives and Liberals, who
pointed to the increase in speed and facility of procedure which had
unquestionably been brought about by previous reforms. Mr. Balfour
especially pointed with justice to the work accomplished by Parliament
during the last thirty years. The two last sessions had shown that the
House of Commons still had plenty of strength to undertake great
' measures of legislation; it had been able to deal not only with compli-
cated and difficult legislation on popular education, but had passed
important and comprehensive measures dealing with questions affecting
Ireland itself.

The discussions on the separate rules were carried on in
sittings which, with irregular intervals, lasted from February
to May : the first to be disposed of was the institution of
the office of Deputy Chairman, which was accepted unani-
mously. On this matter the House was completely harmo-
nious : the only disagreement was upon the question whether
the new officer of the House was to be paid or not ; the
Government, followed by the majority, declared against his
receiving any salary.1

On the discussion of the next resolution, as to more
rigorous penalties for breaches of order, things took a diffe-
rent turn. The debates were prolonged over two sittings and
displayed so much opposition from various quarters, even
from among the Conservative members, that the Government
preferred to accept Mr. Redmond's motion for a temporary
postponement: in point of fact, the House never returned
to the subject. The consideration, however, of Standing
Order 21 (now No. 18) had reached a point at which the
provisions, which it originally contained, as to the length of
a suspension had been struck out, but no others had been
inserted to take their place. The rules therefore stand in
the peculiar condition of being silent upon the most im-
portant point in the rule, the punishment to be awarded
for disorder : in the official edition of the standing orders
the old words appear crossed out, no substitutes for them
having been provided.2

The debates on this subject occupied the greater part of the sittings of
the nth, 13th, and i7th of February. Mr. Balfour's proposal to require a
written apology before allowing the return of a suspended member was

1  On the 14th of February, immediately after the resolution was passed,
Mr. Jeffreys was chosen as the first deputy chairman.

2  Five years later, in 1907, this is still the case.